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Because dog bites affect nearly 5 million Americans 
every year, the American Veterinary Medical Association 
(AVMA) hosts National Dog Bite Prevention Week 
annually in the third full week of May – the 20th through 
the 26th in 2012. Although a significant percentage 
of these traumatizing situations are unavoidable, 
some actually can be prevented with a few simple 
precautionary steps. Because children are most at 
risk of dog bites, it is even more important that parents 
and dog owners alike take preventive measures very 
seriously.

According to the American Veterinary Medical 
Association (AVMA), 4.7 million people are bitten by 
dogs in the United States every year. Of those who are 
bitten, more than 800,000 receive medical attention for 
a dog bite, approximately half of which are children.

What is perhaps more unsettling is the overall cost of bite 
claims. According to a recent report from the Insurance 
Information Institute, dog bites cost the industry $478.9 
million in 2011, an increase of approximately 16 percent 
from the $412.6 million in 2010. The average cost per 
claim also increased 12 percent to $29,396. 

What may surprise people is that a majority of dog bite 
incidents affecting young children involve familiar dogs 
during normal, everyday activities. There are many 
factors that contribute to a dog bite, some of which 
are unavoidable. However, there are some things that 
adults can do to reduce the likelihood of children and 
adults alike from being injured by a dog bite.

Start with the pup
Owning a dog can be a very exciting experience. 
Unfortunately, dog owners can get caught up in that 
excitement without realizing the importance of teaching 
their new friend how to behave in social environments.

Dog Bites: How to Prevent 
Costly Attacks
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The Washington State Patrol (WSP) estimates that, at any given moment during Seafair weekend, 
more than 500 boats and thousands of people will be present on the cool waters of Lake Washington. 
Simultaneously, a significant percentage of partygoers will have an abundant supply of alcohol on 
board, a mixture that turns deadly all too often in Washington State. 

According to the U.S. Coast Guard, alcohol is the leading contributing factor to boating fatalities 
in the United States, with approximately 20 percent of all incidents involving an impaired driver. 
WSP officials reportedly made more than 70 boating under the influence (BUI) arrests over Seafair 
weekend in 2011. 

“Law enforcement agencies and groups like MADD work year-round to educate the public about the 
dangers of driving a vehicle, even a boat, while under the influence of alcohol,” Mr. Davis added. 
“But there are still many people who put the safety of themselves and others at risk by making the 
decision to operate a boat while intoxicated. In contrast, some people will hire a boat captain for the 
weekend so they can safely enjoy the festivities knowing that they have a designated driver.”

Washington Prepares for Seafair Festivities



This publication is intended to educate the general public about personal injury, car accident cases, medical malpractice, and insurance issues. It is not intended to be legal advice and 
does not constitute attorney-client relationship. Every case is different. To discuss your individual case call Davis Law Group at 206-727-4000.  

Dedicating extra time to train a 
young dog to interact with other 
dogs and people is invaluable 
and can reduce the likelihood 
of an injury to an innocent 
bystander, as well as a lawsuit 
for the owner.

Many experts suggest that 
exposing young dogs to social 
environments, such as dog 
parks and family gatherings, 
teaches them to interact 
casually with both other dogs 
and people and therefore 
reduces the chances of a bite.

Educate children about dog 
bites
Although dog owners are 
typically held liable if dog 
bites occur, parents should 
be aware that they can also 
help with prevention. Sure, 
some dog bites are not 
preventable, as certain dogs 
have behavioral issues and are 
more aggressive. But in many 
cases, children simply irritate 

the dog by roughhousing and 
even hitting and the dog bites 
back in retaliation.

Children are innocent in these 
situations, as they often don’t 
know any better and are just 
naturally playing with the animal. 
But it is important for parents to 
educate their children about 
what is acceptable behavior 
and what is not acceptable.

Since children are the most 
affected and most at risk of dog 
bites, parents cannot be too 
cautious or active in preventing 
them from occurring in the first 
place.

It is imperative that dog owners 
completely understand the 
laws related to dog bites in 
the state in which they live. 
Because laws can be confusing 
and vary from state-to-state, it 
is important for dog owners to 
fully understand their liability in 
the event of a dog bite.
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COMMUNICATION POLICY:  Generally Mr. Davis does not take unscheduled phone calls.  This allows him to focus and pay more attention to individual cases resulting in higher 
quality legal services.  This policy also helps Mr. Davis resolve cases more quickly. To schedule a phone call or in-person appointment with Mr. Davis call 206-727-4000. 

Dog Bite Prevention Seattle School Supplies Gift Program 
Hopes To Reach Children in Costa Rica

THANK YOU FOR YOUR 
REFERRALS
We appreciate your referrals of family and friends to our 
office. Thank you for remembering us. 
206-727-4000
www.DavisLawGroupSeattle.com

Viral Video Scholarship Winners

Davis Law Group’s 2012 Scholar Athlete Awards Banquet

The beautiful views of the Seattle skyline 
could not have better complemented the 
environment of the banquet room on the 
75th floor of the Columbia Center on May 
17th.

The 88 guests that filled the banquet hall 
enjoyed fine dining and refreshments while 
they honored the 32 individuals who were 
awarded Scholar Athlete of the Week 
throughout the 2011-2012 school year. In 
addition, they awaited the presentation of 
the Scholar Athlete of the Year awards, 
which would be presented to two individuals 
– one male and one female – that were 
carefully selected by the Davis Law Group.

Athletes and guests arrived at 
approximately 6 p.m. and were welcomed 
with refreshments, including a variety of 
hors d’oeuvres and refreshments. Dinner 
was served at 7 p.m., followed by the 
introductory speech by Q13 Fox anchor 
Bill Wixey, introduced Chris 
Davis, founder of the Davis 
Law Group.

Mr. Davis gave a quick speech 
in which he commended the 
athletes for their hard work 
and dedication, as well as 
the parents for their support 
of their children’s athletic 
achievements. The keynote 
speaker for the evening was 
Taylor Graham, a former 
defender and current manager 
of business operations for the Seattle 
Sounders FC, who assured the athletes 
that they are “on the right track.” Graham, 
who has overcome a number of his own 
obstacles in both athletics and academics, 

provided one final lesson for the evening to 
the athletes: “control the controllables.”

Following Graham’s speech, Mr. Davis 
and Mr. Wixey announced the Scholar 
Athlete of the Year awards, which were 
presented to Keith Shattuck and Victoria 

Zellerhoff. Both student-athletes 
demonstrated tremendous 
success in academics and 
athletics alike, and were also very 
actively involved in serving their 
local communities.

The evening came to a close 
with dessert, followed by a photo 
and autograph session 
with the celebrity guests. 
Mr. Graham and Mr. 
Wixey gave tremendous 
inspirational speeches 

to the audience, and we were 
honored to have him as our guest.

We hope that the athletes enjoyed 
being a part of the third annual 

Scholar Athlete Program. The Davis Law 
Group is dedicated to honoring those 
who strive to excel in both athletics and 
academics and we look forward to continue 
rewarding the deserving student-athletes in 
the Seattle area for years to come.

Davis Law Group is proud to announce that Carlos 
Cortes, creator of the “Choose Your Own Path” video 
and Alex Ramsey and Elliot Fisher, creators of the 
“Texting While Driving: What are your Odds?” video, 
as the winners of the 2012 Viral Video Scholarship 
Contest.

Carlos’s video addresses the dangers of drunk driving 
and the impact it can have on family members and 
loved ones.

“I’ve had family members who have been victims of 
drunk driving, and I wanted to show that one person 
could affect an entire group of people,” he says. “[The 
video] got great word of mouth and it got people to 
think about the subject.”

“The feedback I got from my friends and family was that 
it was a dark and emotional video that emphasized the 
consequences of drunk driving,” he added. “Honestly, 
that was what I was trying to go for so that helped me 
realize that my message was clear.”

He will begin the fall 2012 semester at Cal State 
Fullerton in August and plans to join the RTVF (Radio, 
TV and Film) program to pursue a career as a film 
director.

Alex and Elliot’s video creatively illustrates the odds 
of certain events occurring in a person’s lifetime, one 
of which being a car accident that is caused by cell 
phone use.

“We decided on texting while driving because it is 
an increasingly pertinent issue for our generation,” 
Ramsey and Fisher said. “While drinking and driving 
and other safety issues are always good for the public 
to keep in mind, texting while driving is an issue that 
needs more attention.”

The duo enlisted the help of several classmates to 
appear in the video, which features images of teens 
up-close as the odds of a particular event appear on 
the screen. Ramsey and Fisher have since created 
a small video and photo production company, called 
Sunderside Studios.

The award will help Elliot pay for his University of 
Washington tuition as he begins to work toward a 
degree in bioengineering. Alex is a junior at Shorecrest 
High School, and he hopes to pursue a degree in 
business and study abroad after high school.

Attorney Chris Davis, his wife Mischelle 
and their son Jackson recently took an 
eco-vacation to Costa Rica in conjunction 
with Earth Day 2012 (April 22).  The 
Davis’ visited the remote fishing village 
of Montezuma which is known for its 
beautiful beaches and for being at the 
center of one of the world’s Blue Zones.  
The town features a mix of local residents 
as well as foreign backpackers and eco-
tourists who come for the beaches, rivers, 
and scenic waterfalls that surround the 
village. The nearby Cabo Blanco Nature 
Reserve draws a large number of visitors 
to the area.

While visiting Montezuma, the Davis’ 
came across the local elementary school, 
Centro Educatino Moctezuma (see photo 
of Jackson Davis in front of the school).  
The school is located right on the beach 
at the end of town.  This tiny school has 
limited resources and the students are in 
desperate need of basic school supplies.   
Back home in Seattle, Chris and Mischelle 
are the creators of The Davis Law Group 
School Supplies Gift Program which gives 
a $100 OfficeMax gift card each week to 
a teacher whose classroom is in need of 
supplies.  

While still in Montezuma, Mischelle 
began to inquire about the school and its 

needs, but none of the teachers at the 
school (who were there when Mischelle 
came by) spoke English and Mischelle 
does not speak Spanish.  One American 
living in Montezuma told Mischelle that 
resources are so limited that the school 
only operates a few hours per day and is 
often closed when it rains.  

Once back in Seattle, Mischelle got 
in touch with Proyecto Montezuma, 
an organization that helps coordinate 
volunteers to help teach English to the 
local school children.  Officials there 
informed Mischelle that getting school 
supplies in Montezuma is a bit of a 
challenge and the options are often very 
limited.  The schools and children are 
always looking for markers, construction 
paper, pens and pencils, and notebooks.  

Mischelle is actively working on gathering 
supplies and navigating Costa Rican 
Customs red tape to make sure that the 
supplies get to the children.  Proyecto 
Montezuma will distribute the supplies to 
the children.  Mischelle hopes to make 
sending school supplies to the children 
in Montezuma an annual extension of the 
School Supplies Gift Program. 


